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Sirhan, surrounded by his defense' battery: (from left) Russell Parsons, Emile Zola 
Berman and Grant Bi-Cooper. . 
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began to scream, and two 
pennies were '-? detected,', for- 
gotten in a small inside, flap 
within a larger side piocket.' 
Not even a newspaper is ad- 
missible. The jury is not to 
be exposed to the daily press 
—although how - one could 
break through the barrier of 

■ bailiffs - and plainclothesmen 
•between the press section and , 

the jury box is a problem for' 
the . houdinis. -- Perhaps they. 

. fear we .may roll our news- 
papers into clubs or spears 
and turn the 'decorous trial 
into the chaos of Dallas. 

■ ‘After one runs the gamut of 
state:- troopers and Hall of 
Justice security officers, the 
courtroom itself is rather an 
anti-climax. It is smaller,' for 
example,' than the courtroom ’ 
in Beverly Hills where my 
■wife went. on trial for driving 

, 35 .miles an hour in a 25-mile 
' zone, jit'" is similar in. size to 
'the courtoom' where we as- 
sisted one of our young' Watts 
writers charged with interfer- 
ing with' the arrest of an al- 
leged traffic offender. 

. With its nine rows of seats 
for 65 spectators, this seems 
; ah; ordinary courtroom for a 
routine trial; certainly not the 
' scene of judgment, for a crime 
that has shaken the world and 
-has deprived us of our most 

Continued on page 12 



Y EARS . ago we . covered 
the lurid “White Flame”, 
murder trial for a Los ' An- 
geles paper, a typical South- 
ern California crime of pas-; 
sion/,a sob .'sister’s' delight.; 
Compared to the . screaming 
headlines of a “Black. Dahlia”’ 
or a - ‘-'Dr. Finch ; Murder 
Case,”' the trial, of the assas- 
sin of Bobby. -Kennedy- was 
reported. - with second-section 
modesty. For us the trial of 
Sirhan Sirhan was ^an “eerie 
one to coyer because - it -. was 
the .first (and we -pray ;the_ 
last) time we were to attend a 
trial ' for. a murder '. we had. 
witnessed with our own eyes.: 
The security check of - those' 
privileged few permitted -to 
move through the protective; 
barrier and enter the court- 
room is the most ' thorough 



body-search we have ever ex-' 
perienced. First you remove 
everything from your pockets,- 
every, pen, pencil, slip of 
paper, 'coinsj paper clips. 
Then you lean- forward on, tr- 
iable -while young officers feel 
you carefully • from neck to 
"shoelace.- (Lady reporters say, 
they ■ even have toe remove 
their shoes, nor . are - bras 
sacrosanct to the distaff fuzz.) 

.After the • body search an 
electronic gadget is run slowly 
along every inch ‘ of you, to 
make', scientifically -certain 
,' that ..you are. not carrying any 
concealed weapon; no tiny re- 
volver, no pocket .. knife,; .not ‘ 
even a pin ’can ] endanger ithe 
precious life of. the young man 
who. robbed us of. Robert F. 

, Kennedy. At one point in ' my, 
search - the "electronic, device 



This ’ is Part Two . of Budd Sdxul- 
herg’s “Eye-Witness . Account: The 

Assassination of RFK.’’- Part One last 
week was devoted to the crime * its 
background and aftermathi The con- 
cluding article deals with the trial, its 
: significance, and. the , lessons it may 
teach us as how better to cope with 
the judgment of public murders.^ ' j 
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The prosecution at the Sirhan trial: (standing from left) Lyrtn D. Compton, chief deputy district attorney; John E. 
Howard, investigation division chief ; , David N. Fitts,' deputy district attorney; (siitng, from left) Robert A. Hough- 
ton deputy police chief; Eyelle .Younger, district attorney, and Mass Byrne, U. S. district attorney. 



mous,” is the way he put his 
refusal to go along with Dr. 
Diamond and other members 
of the Diminished ResponsibiL - 
ity Club. 

Whether you buy Diamond’s 
interpretation or j reject it. 
(having observed Sirhan at 
the time of the shooting, for . 
almost half an hour afterward 
and for many days on the 
witness' .stand and at the dt> 
.fense table, we believe' wi th 
Dr. Pollack that be ds Ivina')—! . 
there is. no doubt that 'tiiis 
young man deserves a long, 
hard, reflective look as the 
pr ototype of a poli tical assas. ' 
_sm. To say that ho was" ‘‘p Fm 
grammed like a computer to 
commit the assassination” is 
merely a new-fangled way of 
suggesting that Sirhan’s life 
pattern conditioned him to . ' 
perpetrate (inagniodej which . 
Dr. FredericWmfiam, an tut- 
pert on violence, defines as / 
“the killing of someone big.” ~. 
To commit magnicide ,is to > 
leap from obscurity as John 
Wilkes Booth leapt , from the ./ 
theater box of the murdered ' 
Lincoln onto the stage of his- 
tory, as Lee Harvey Oswald 
forever linked his name to " 
John F. Kennedy’s, as Sirhan / 
Sirhan has accomplished 
through Bob. -.1- . ;/ 

While Booth . was a promi- 
nent actor he. was completely V 
overshadowed by.. his famous V 
brother, Edwin, the greatest 
American Hamlet of the cen- 
tury. A brooding sense of fail- 
ure shadows the political as- 
sassin, a sense cf personal 
inadequacy he fights against 
with intellectual pretensions 
and a will to do something 
pivotal and great. Yes, I may 
appear to be a' failure, Wilkes ; 
Harvey Sirhan cries out, but 
actually I am superior to you, 

I know what is wrong with the ' 
world and how to right :it.. 
Take a neurostheniqwho-feels ’ 
unable to cope with the world, 
give him a social cause, bet- . 
ter yet a lost or losing cause, . 
to identify with, let hjm in- ; 
dulge grandiose dreams of 



changing the course of events 
With a single act and you have 
the little man who today casts 
, such a ' long ' shadow on ' our . 
land..'. /-/': !'///■: 

■ Look at the pale; tense, un- 
dersized, darting-eyed, quick- 1 
tempered, sometimes cocky, 
-sometimes morose, some- 
times smirking Sirhan at his , 
trial, watch him chew at his 
nails bite at his thumb, sip 
’ water ■' nervously and almcst 
constantly from a” paper cup, 
scan the crowd with his .defi- 
ant, restless, intelligent eyes 
or blatantly try to flirt with ? 
die - . occasional; /‘attractive 
woman who enters the court- ■■ 
'room and you are reminded of 
another prototype, Raskolni- 
kov', in Uiat classic on “intel- 
lectual murder,” ‘‘Crime and 
Punishment.” •/;■/:' . ~ : ■ 

" Yes, there in Sirhan’s place 
in this, unprepossessing -court- 
room we see /Raskolnikov',) a 
young man “out of •THe"gar- 
xet,” irritable, self-absorbed, 
lying in his den “thinking : . . 
of Jack the Giant-Killer.” Un- 
able to cope with his day-to- 
day ■ problems, Raskpinikov 
takes refuge in the deed hs is 
planning to commit and that 
. no one Who now spurns him 
would dream he is capable of 
committing. Like Oswald and 
Sirhan, Raskolnikov is a loner, , 
not used to crowds, but .as he 
begins to' prepare himself for 
his. crime, -Dostoyevsky’s anti- 
hero feels “a desire to be with 
other people . a thirst for 
: company. ; He was so weary 
after a whole month of con-. ‘ 
centrated wretchedness ana 
gloomy excitement /that he - 
longed to rest .’ -• /'in some ' 
other world.;.;:.’’ 'In this; 
spirit he is drawn to a tavern, .-. 
an unlikely refuge for him and 
to have a .few drinks with 
people he. does riot know. Not . 
unlike Sirhan Sirhan mingling 
with strangers at the Hotel 
Ambassador. Trouhled; bitter, : 
touchy, self-important and ; 
dreaming of amassing a for- « 
tune as well as taking a life, V 
Sirhan is Raskolnikov with an’ 



-overlay of Palestinian-Arab 
resentment and envy of the 
Jews... , / 

We find other! elements of 
what' we call T he Raskol nikov 
Comp lex in jirhan. Raskolni- 
.Jtav likes to experiment with 
his own feelings. In' advance 
of his crime .he visits the , . 

. oldwoman-pawnbroker he in- ' 
tends to eliminate, to test his £ 

■ ability to carry it through. At: ./ 
the same time that he plans ,/ 

..to . commit j a ... brutal . murder ; - 
with an! ax, he, has dreains ’v 
' that reflect his sensitivity and. ■-/ 
resistance /'to cruelty. He j 

■ dreams of a coarse peasant ;/ ' 
brutally beating 'a horse to / 

. death, and. when he. wakes’, /. 

, horrified, he wonders how he ' 

' can carry " out the : deed he . 
contemplates if. he. is .so upset 
by the vision of violence. Sir- : 
han v/as similarly haunted by 
memories of brutality and his' 
playmates described him as 
hypersensitive. -/ ! : ■ 
Rask olnik ov and Sirha n are 
both arrogant^ and servile— we. 
have heard Sirhan at his triaL. '“ 
punctuate polite answers with ’ 
so many “sirs” as to make 
.them ludicrously, embroidered. ,'/ 
Even when Sirhan is shouting'-/ , 
at the judge, like the ' most /’/, 
-arrogant of Raskolnikov's, that./ v 
' he is guilty! that he wants to 
plead guilty , to murder in' the ■. 

. first degree! that he wants to-, 
fire all . of his lawyers and 
■handle his own case! that, he / 

.. wants to go to the gas cham- * 
'ber!— and. ' Judge Walker is- ’ 
shouting back at him to; sit -. 

. down ..and shut! up -or a gag /-.! 

. will be, placed in . his mouth. /. 
and his hands strapped to his 
sides, even . at the height of . 

- this scene /straig ht’ ou t qf. ; ' 

Dost o yevsky , Sirhan -does . not ;y 
forget the courtesies that un- ■: / 
derline his furies.', vk- /A-. 

Sirhan assails from the wit-; 
ness ’ stand “the goddamn- 
Jews,” ' and Raskolnikov ' ex- : 
presses .his contempt for the 
old pawnbroker who is unfor- . 
tunately the world’s first im-/ 
age of the Jew. When Sirhan. 
snarls at his ; prosecutor, 



“Don’t' put words in my 
mouth, ask- me, don’t tell 
me! ” do we not hear Raskol- 
nikov doing his desperate best - 
to hold at bay his prosecutor? 
And finally, like Raskolnikov, 
Sirhan considers himself an. 

. idealist. . Although his crime 
intensifies the climate of poliF 
ical: violence that could de- 
stroy this Republic, he speaks 
from the witness stand as a 
: man .with no regrets. u 
’• 4 . He /- might . . reason . with 
Raskolnikov: “In what way 
-was my theory stupider than 
others that have swarmed and 
clashed from the beginning of 
the world? . . . Why does my 
action. strike them as so hor- 
rible . because it was a 
crime, the letter of the law; 
was broken and blood was 
shed. -Well, punish me for the 
letter of the law : . Raskol- 
nikqv goes on .to justify him-; 
self by thinking of the many 
“benefactors of mankind who 
snatched power ..for them- 
selves instead of inheriting it”, 
who “ought to have been pun- 
ished at their first steps. But 
those then succeeded and so 
they, were right, and I didn’t, . 
and so I had no right to have 
taken that first step.” 
Cross-exam ined on the wit- 
ness stand , CSirhari) was asked 
if he regretted - what he had 
done. His answer was -No. 
There were no “photogra- 
pher’s flashbulbs” and hotel 
/mirrors and election-night 
drinks and all the rest of that 
elaborate psycho-metaphysical 
theory for sending him into a 
trance now. Stone sober and 
mentally "alert,, he told us he/ 
did not regret having assassi- , 
nated Robert F. Kennedy. 
Well, then was he proud of it? . 
No, Sirhan. said, in the servile- 
arrogant voiCeofRaskolnikov, 
he was not exactly proud of it, 
either. ' - 

We may learn more about 
the . clutter of Sirhan’s mind 
from Dostoyevsky than from 
the squad of defense psychia- 
trists who come to court at 
trie /bidding of the defense 

Continued on page 29 




•- ’■ rr pr1 VV''' r ~'. to”- nc;- good medicine. ’ Even 

r.jr ,yoscoycysJ^ .was £ .Big --before Sirhan’s conviction, his . 

- ••' cer ned _btit impartial student Conspiracy ; .bag”,as. do mosbofy? defense staff had indicated- 
of the - disarranged mind of our European pritics; and that , it %ouId appeal and had . 

.Raskolnikov. Psyehiatrists^jn 'nearjy .aU our' black. friends^'- confided - to some ‘ reporters '3 
the Sirhan . trial - must take 'V But clearly, as- they. said,' in --that the Goedecke case, was a 
positions,” must testify,. that .-- Hamlet, something' is rotten in .;f..,reassuring' precedent. 
he is truly suffering from “re- But,; we argue, as terrible 

trograde^ amnesia” or from. . Mexico is .. thought' . of as a 1 -as .it' is, ‘ the Goedecke case \ 
types of paranoia that prevent ^’-. violent, land, but. 40 years Jiave .... .. involves a." crime .passionate. } 
him. either from remembering t ; passed since the violent death .-An inter-familv 'crime. Hor- 
Or understanding- his. act, or., of . a Mexican president. The ' .rifyir.g but intensely personal. i 
they'must testify forrt.he pros- .J -French are-a 'volatile. people ^i.It has nothing to do with poli* ‘ 
ecution that he is . paranoid .^.who like, to emotionalize-their itics.'i But the murder , of the H 

but aware of what he planned ^--..politics, ...but: ho French .presi- -Kennedys, of Evers and of 

and executed, in other wprds. -’dent has been assassinated in ;: King, ’-has -only to do with ! 

' nearly 40 years. rAnd . British. . politics. .National politics. The 
■Being a great novelist, and - prime ministers have hot been’-'^ "Sirhan case does not belong to 
also- under no pressure to ; removed except by. non-violent”', -. California. It happened to 
twist a professional _ obseiwa- . .. decision sliice .1812;- •• i';£. Retake.' place there, but Bob 
tion into a legal -position that ;i _ . Yet.weffjnd it already. tragi- J;: Kennedy could have been 

will strengthen or weaken a callv-rt aken for granted that 4 murdered in 'any state where ! 

courtroom a rgument.'- ^ed Kennedy^ life is in dan- ... someone took violent excep- 
DostoyevskyJs^hte to make a ''VgeL-and.-that '.if 7 he;- should run- tion to ;’ some -aspect ' of his 
believ able fusion of opposites . - Ffor or achieve the. Presidency.; ti'pohtteak^iiiilosophy. Similarly 
Raskolnikov feels as if he --is" heftoo'-.will-- fall a ^victim, to : ^Hgdgar Evers} was shot. and 
in a; trance when he commits ;magnicide like -his. martyred killecPby Byron de la Beck- . 

his crime and there is some- '- 'brothers. ■;Ute,:..have hot j . rnet ..._ witiron the doorstep of Evers’ 

thing dreamlike . about, his: anyone in many months who ; home in Mississippi, but' this 

ability to -act. po brutally,: yet - - is not. burdened .with. this;ap-''. : was no local matter. Clearly 
at the same time he' 4s suf f i- 'prehension.' ' M.;’ ; i -.it was a’ national crime. It is 
■ ciently aware to realize he Other'v Sirhans,; other Os- the law of our land that every 
must dissemble, must try, to : walds,’ bther Rays; now-' stalk^.citfen wjs -entitled to vote. 

-hide his actions and his . true " -'this land ready- to . cut down ' Evers - was leading a coura- 

nature from, the investigative ^. .the leaders with whom.they— ' geous; and slowly . winning 

light of his prosecutor,; In the. .r.ahd perhaps fellow .conspira-’: - campaign- to make that law 
interest of scientific and emo- ’ytore^pDliticallv disagree.: This - - w-i" 

tional - truth,- Dostoyevsky is; ; 'is(^blic murderJarid it would on next pare 

able" to 'touch' both' bases at •seetn'eto- demantT a different*. v ' '' : ■ 

once. So could courtroom psy- /i kind of trial~ on a lugher flev- 
chiatrists if they were not to . ei, than that we' prescribe for Iv 
.-, - . . assume,-., mechanically i,the. ; -personal- or private murder. , 
roles of .experts for the prose- ;.Sirhan, -for example, 'is being,- - 
“ --..cut'on pf for tlie defense. . -- tried by, the same legal ma- ' 

Unfortunately, ..the Sirhan chinery and state -Iawsjis was '■ 

Sirhan_cas£: ds_notJ_ijoygi. It - a ’young man called ^oedeckS"” - 
.; *s ah. too painfully , true: But ■ who' i slipped away fiOnT^’a • 
as we sit there . in .the court-. . church service a Jew years- 1 - 
room day after day morbidly -'f ago' to”, murder his mother,-' 
fascinated, by our' impression; father, sister' and brother He " 
mf Ras3salnLkovreat?ipd in the; priedlto clean the blood -stains -t 
person .of , a .young displaced.:,; fr0 m his clothes and to leave 
, Arab burni31 g with desire for ./-the house in disorder that 
political revenge, we begin, to --‘/would suggest a robbery He-< : 
wonder if our .country has dis : ^returned to his home next day 

covered the' appropriate pro-'i with 1 a young lady, "appeared ' 
qedures .for dealing with mag-p} shocked to discover; the bodies 
jiicide and -the politics, of as-, and-, called , the police.- It' 11 
sassination. ror, -while the. --seemed .to . the- prosecution ■ 

Cgirhan ^HiaKhas not been' - that his crime was as premed-'- 
abortecTby violence or c.upidi-. itated as Sirhan’s. -but a re- 
ty like the Lee Harvey Oswald "cent appeal to the State Su- : '-' 
and James Earl Ray affairs; ..preme- Court, on the basis of > 

-. it foils to p ut .t_he_cxi-m.e — in — its, diminished capacitv was de- 
fK2E§E naticmaLcexspectiye. .'Cxided 5-2 in favor- 'of-' 'the "de- ' 

' ~DespfIeTJhe deaths .of Lin T -feridant. One of the two- dis- 
coln, Garfield and McKinley senters was Judge .Stanley ■ 
and attempts on the lives of:.' Mosk, a' distinguished liberal 
Roosevelt :and -Truman, jjur_ who decries 'capital punish-.-- 
country still is not geared to. . men t. !‘But,”-he wrote -in his'” 
judge political crimer it is- dissent, "you cannot' plead 
high time we were. We do not guilty, -by reason of schizo- 




Con?int>.-ic from pass TO 

promising presidential candi- 
date. 

Qn,.Jhe right sits Buck 

< Compton, :captain of the pros- 
ecution team. an ex-football 
star, a hero both in the Rose 
Bowl and at the Battle of the 
Bulge. Buck is a ruddy-faced" 
rock of a man with a Spencer 
Tracy stoop, in fact with a 
Spencer £ racy no-non sense All- 
American directness;^., he.- is 
; flanked by David (Fitts;- a 
; sophisticated man whtrsome- 
iire.es .uses phrases and words 
bis witnesses do not sodesv. 
stand, and by John< Howard, 

: barrel-chested 

Compton, suggesting square 

ana solid rather than cube 
and complex, . 

,- ■ In- the opposite corner We 
,; iind. one. of those superstars 
that criminal law enjoys—" 
Southern Cal's answer to Mel- 
yin Belli, Percy Fpremaa-atid 
Lee Bailey, \Qrani Cooper,/ 1 
- While , the proseciEtois~~gces ■ 
about its business with a kind 
r ol stolid semi-thoroughcess, • 

. Grant .Cooper gives a prize-:', 

; -winning performance, < some- 1 
how managing to superimpose : 
, • Cary Grant .on Gary ' Cooper.-; ,' 

, Stylish, urbane, disingenuous, 

'- sometimes grinning at his ' 
own cleverness. Grant Cooper 
creates an impression of be- . 

; ing-ln complete; -command of- ' 
these proceedinrs; Tike a clr- 
Cits master dancing with • the- 
: . atrical. elegance, from ring to 

rsT|«r 

■ - 

j- - A-. dapper,;-'. ‘ scene-stealing 
;; leading-man is Grant Cooper 
: with a’ star performer's -love " 

. , of .limelight. During court re-' ;■ 
r cesses, rather? tkia ' take the: h 
: 15 or 20 minutes to catch his : 
breath or confer quietly with 
r colleagues as do his less 
flamboyant . opponents, Grant 
Cooper enjoys throwing him- : 
i self into the whirlpool qirss- 
• .-tioning'of the press milling, in 
■ the corridor outside the court- . 
room. 

Overshadowed' bat , very : 

: muclvjj figure in bis own. is 
CEmi’e Zola, BernSnv .who flew 
oat from New York to join 
forces with Cooper,, and a . 

; potent team they make, 
i Berman, with the beak and 
complexion of - an an cry, 

. featherfess bird of prey, is 
Jewish and undersiandahlv 



touchy about attaching him- 
self, to a case so inextricably 
hound to the Arab cause, 
there was one entire morning 
devoted to testimony from 
Palestinian Arabs describing 
their forcible removal from' 
their homes in Jerusalem, 
suggesting how the displace- 
ment and maltreatment could 
poison and cripple the person- 
ality of a sensitive child like 
Sirhan Sirhan. And SS himself 
had taken the stand to render 
what amounted to a detailed 
lecture on the birth ox Zion- 
ism and the complex diplo- 
macy of the Middle East that 
led to the emergence of Is- 
rael. “Boy, am I going to. 
catch hell. in. New York to- 
day! ” “Zook” Berman said to 



a small- group of reporters, at I 
the neon'; recess. 

. Then'. why did Emile Zo& 
take this case? For-, the same 
reason that be defended criti- 
cal civil rights cases in Dixie,., 
his champions; insist. Because 
unpopular . cases and causes 
mast bs defended <?.s spirited- 
ly as popular ones. In this ", 
case, “Zook” ' Bermaa would 
explain, there is an added in- 7 
centfre: California has a new 
.defense for .murder. more, 
sophisticated titan that of an y 
other state— (Emluished capac- ■ 

. Os you might, call Tfdi- 

■ Kimssherl^ ■ ' responsibility, ' fa" 

■ California you dp not Save, to . 

■ be legally insane to plead not 
guilty because of incap'acity.to 
•'premeditate., or-' maturely re- 
flect on 'the • contemplated act. •• 
You may Imowfea difference, 

. between right, ahd wrong-, aad. 

:; still, according:, to - recent ' de? - ' 
velopntenis in .California law, . 

. (a . suffering" 'from;;, detasion,. 
obsession, alcoholism and 
other processes - 'of 'mind.' over • 
matter that diminish ' -your 
capacity to make a . mature .; 
reflection ia -advance of your ' 
crime; Therefore, you are' act” 
totally accountable for. ..yessr .• 
acts. 




~ ; -«y rioj rp to'is'tai''e;'forr' _ 
r -y. f". 1 hi noz eliminate 
capita, jumirinneat. Capital 
pum;:b';io:-;t is or. its ropes in 



California. It may be support- 
ed by a. thin majority but. 

even a. nud Overt,-'’ go'v- 

eriHor like Keegan isn't ru.th- 
»’-3 any of the 85 inmates on 
“s>op.8s. flow” to the gas 

C/J *. -ijuriiT , V Ci tt.il S ii/ji?ic3.t0 to 

tilts ' . the - flual, -inayitHbie 
plunge and do avvav with exe- 
cution, . diminished capacity 
seems a humane coaspnivaiss. 
And so it may be argued that 
“Zook”. Berman has come fro 
tbs aid of Sirhan Sirhan in the 
finest .tradition of the law, to 
defend &a despised and- to 
iQsl a novs! concert of 
hsmanlfraiity. 

-Of course, eyases will tell 
-you that; Cooper and Bermast 
are not .so shucb GafctUads of 
jurisprudence .as they are un- 
abashed publicity seekers asd, 
in the mold of Bells, Foreman 
sad Ballsy,' not above turning 
that sow's ear of publicity into 
an eventual • silk purse. White 
the' entire . defense staff • as- , 
.setts, it -.1st-' 

pay,', individual 'raeaihars 'are 
candid enough to admit they ■ 
expect later to reap tbs bar-; 
vest they are -now sewing with 
the gratuitous services. In- . 
dead a .magazine wriFerlwas 



; added to Sip_jiefc 
; the sols pvmose * 
jibuTi exclusive uit 
•“Sirkao in ills "ceil 



vide . sin fr f or 
oLpsrtnittmg 
erviews wfrih 
1, a rclation- 



Jap that raised a .whole row. 



of .eyebrows, in., tits Press'., 



Hoorn, if he is a legitimate 
member. of .the press, col-;, 
leagues argtted, would he be 
allowed ;; to publish his. Tatar. 
-View,: ".a, predictably . sympa-,- 
thetio one, in a national mag- 
azine while the trial is in 






progress? Can lie serve too 
masters, the ' dc-fettse.^aiid the 
public_ press?_Was ^u<5ge"Herib 
frbert Walkei*; vviBiin'~'his 
: r@Ss~to _ 'graiiraa “exciasive” 
to any 'single writer? 

. Said one . established crime 
reporter wtih . a - touch of 
malice: . “This is Judge • 
.Walter’s last case before he 
retires. Did you see that full 
page picture of him in Life? 
People -who can’t tell one Su- 
preme Court Justice from an-’ 
airier can describe . Judge 





WaRifir. AM that publicity, 
man! Tits human soul seems 
£o crave it like pregnant 
women crave pickles.” 

On the credit site Judge 
Walter, showed a. firm hand 
when lawyers for the defense 
raid prosecution ' seemed on 
ikb verge of making a deal 
with' -s-ncSt other — -plea E>argaan- 
iug, it’s called. Let the ds- 
feadast p le ad- guilty 
jn return for a reduced sen- 
tence, as in the abortive first 
trial of James. Earl . Ray. 
There was talk that the ad- 
ministration would like to see 
•the .Sirhan trial foreshortened 
to avoid the political implica- 
tions oi: the case in a period of. 
MidtUa ■ Eastern hypferten- 
si'oas. ■'•It was., fudge -Walter’s 
' decision- that the trial' must be 

■ played to the last card, that its 

■ a' case of this magnitude the. 
public has a right to know'./ 
f sveiytSifeg , there is • to" learn • 
.about a deed as- injurious to : 
:;;C sntico’s kt.-sith GS was 
Macbeth’s )3?;dcin <T of ts 

Said a local judge, “off the 
record” at dinner the other 
- 'evening, , “It was absolutely 
incredible that the District At- 
..Soniey’s office would consider ■■ 
even - far a day a ' deal - that ■ 
weald have tamed the Slrhaa;.'' 
case into the. 'kind- of travesty 
of justice Judge Battle Jper- ■■ 
nrstScf even made hi'niseit; a 
party to, in Memphis.” 

. It was an insult to the his- . 
torical stature of ^Martin' 1 
cLuthsi-'lCihg- that J u3gS‘ "Bat- • 

. tie, Percy Foreman and the 
Memphis District Attorney.- 
ware able to mate ,a deal 
depriving the- country; of 'the y 
knowledge it hungers . for. . 
Conspiracy more foui than the 
elaborate mechanisms of 
Shakespeare hangs over that 
'cold-blooded shooting in Mem- 
phis. Who prompted the act? 
Who put the rifle in Ray’s 
hands? Who , helped him '■ 
escape? Who hid him and 
staked him? Who are the 
members, of the ■' underground 
. airline that passed him across 
the Atlantic and, through Eu- 
rope until he was apprehended 
by Scotland Yard on the very 
day Sirhan was identified, ..as... 



It i.i !fi was. suggesting that the 
two jinspeakabie crimes were 
inextricably EouiitT 'together? 
How are' we" to cope”vith'“t’he 
politics, of assassination?” if we 
must be forever confounded 
by Dallas-type authorities, red- 
neck juries that condone 
racist murder, and the injudi- 





' i cious Judge Battles of . cur - 
land? 

If these . questions' . sound • 
■; negative, .and if we seem to . 

.have. strayed from our eye- - 
. witness account of thb Ken- , 

- iiedy assassination 'and the . 
: trial that, followed, 1 bear with’;,: i 

. ,V . us as we reason our way to-. 
,-c.ward some 'positive- if- revolu-i; \ 
■\tionary suggestions on how to , 

■ close in on the infectious dis- 

-, '"ease of political rnurder. i;'' --.;; -■ 
,.>--Tn contrast to- that one-day ' ' 
wonder in Memphis,.. the Sir- - 
" ■' han . trial c bnsurr.ed_more than : 
three monthsT Tfiis was hardly , , 

■ a race to judgment.'Millicns a \ 

' •; of words and almost a -hun- 
yt -jjdred .' witnesses.. Sometimes 
-psS'Teporters dozed, along with _ 
the judge,' and -news readers 
J ' ' grew weary. Unless there was 
.; a dramatic explosion, -as when 
the hot-tempered Sirhan fired 
his attorneys' because they 
' were introducing” evidence, re-' - 
' fleeting on his intelligence and 
emotional instability ( The ol d 
- ; - diminished ca ’paeitv__trick. 

'[Ti -Maxwell- (Get) Smart would 
"call it), •• the.. Sirhan case dis-.. 

' .. appeared into the back pages. 
Meanwhile, we. heard mount- 
; . ing puzzlement and frustra- 
. t . . tion about this trial. When you 
told ; your friends •■' you had 
spent the day in that barri- 
"..caded courtroom, the most 

- ; frequent response was,’. ‘‘Isn’t 

■ - it a farce ? After, all, he~ad- 

' - mils he did it! Why should it 

.' take so long to — ” ■- 

At issue was whether Sirhan 
■ was to be punished as a seif- 

- -y, propelled martyr to the Arab ' 
y." cause or whether he -was', to be 

, treated more leniently; as a' 
y° un § man so emotionally dis- ' 

‘ . turbed, so mentally crippled 

. .as to have been incapable of 
premeditation. , . j 

Thus it becomes a classic of 



, - ; .- logical o tteobiective— law— vs ^ 

■ '■ s ubjective or psychiat ric' law. 

. j To the prosecution the~case‘ : 
;v.. - could ■ not have -been more 
. , - ■ simple. -The defendant writes 
'; in his' notebook that Kennedy . 
-■ - must die; He writes that he 
will be the ' author of the 
. -crime. He records his'cohvic- *' 
• • tion that the assassination; of 
. .. President Kennedy marked 
1 ..the. beginning of the decline; of . 
. - the . United. States .and; that 
taking, the life of his ' brother 



- Will '; speed that process, look-.;, 
Ting - toward, the day when }’ 
.-.Communism or a'j cleansing 

' anarchy'v/iil' bring . Utopia: He-- 
; buys -a gun, . He practices; with ' 
it - until ; he . becomes expert. 

- Even the chronology of the 

-act is predicted in the note- 
book; RFK must not Jive be- 
yond June 5. -. ' ■ - T 

Two nights before 'the end. 
he, stalks Kennedy at the Am- 
bassador Hotel. He. is . seen 
there, questioning people as to; 

; the extent . nfy Kennedy’s se- 




curity. He - checks out the 
places where Kennedy will 
pass; On the fourth of -June, 
f after, a full day at the. pistol '. - 
ran ge, he returns to the Am- 
j.bassador,' hides, himself in -the'; 
pantry, takes on* . ‘‘protective * 
- coloration” among the Mexi- 
can kitchen help and— just as 
he has promised, both verbal- . 

: ly and on paper— shoots the 
unprotected candidate at point- 
blank range. . - ... 

Had he not said, in this very 

ConJlnuocf on next pass 




'courtroom, in a moment of that causa. No#, ’ could any- 



caridor brought .on by rage at 
his lawyer’s strategy, “I 
killed Robert F. Kennedy with • 
premeditation . . Under 
cross-examination Sirhan tes- 
tified that he would fight for 
the Arab cause. And that he 
would be willing to die for 



thing be simpler? If’ this is 
not premeditated murder, 
what in God’s mats is? 

But to the ingenious de- 
fense, the same set of facts, 
turned in a different angle : 
toward the light, could not be. 
more complex. The interpre- 



tation of diminished capacity 
begins to turn the courtroom 
into a college" 'ffissresiii in 
criminal" " psychology.. _ And 
’ wjfet'alielu day it’is, for those 
forensic psychiatrists, hypno- 
ana’ysis, and roving psycholo- 
gists. The air becomes heavy 
with Freudian ism and nee- 



Freudianism as a parade of 
headshririlcers march to the 
-witness' stand to explain that 
Sirhan is a schizophrenic 
paranoid and therefore unable 
to premeditate a crime, that- 
he suffers from alienation, de- 
' spondency, delusions of gran- 
, ' dear, fear and hatred of an 
■ • absent father, .resentment of a 
'.domineering mother . and 
"the reason he remembers noth- 
ing of the crime, he committed- 
..is that he was suffering •'from 

So day and night contend in 
. the courtroom. To All- 
American Bock Compton it’s 
clciv a;; rla.i light. Sure the kid 
trey have tean lonely, unhap- 
py, frustrated, a bom loser 
‘‘burned up” at Kennedy for 
siding with Israel. But he 
knew exactly what he was 
doing when lie pumped those 
extra-velocity bullets into 
Bobby Kennedy. Cooper and 
Berman, on the other hand, 
wrap Sirhan . in the foids of 
mysterious night, of dementia, 

. supernatural trances, bizarre 
disacsociations and ■. self- 
hypnosis. Coaches Cooper and 
Berman fielded their psychia- 
trists like a higlvpo'iye.red 
football . team. ’.vitir-'-lV;-. Se>/ 
C card Diamond playing ~ .Tea 



of Suarsrs itro pro- 
r.gntnased" hbii, exactly as a 
. computer is programmed, to 
.commit, the assassination 
' without his being consciously 
aware of what he was doing. 
;'Aud Dr. Diamond wen t on to 
describe the flashbulbs and 



in. the sped of the . mystic 
.muses. 

The prosecution’s team, of 
psychiatrists - psychologists 
was captained by.-Q br.'y. 
^Seymour PoHacic,- as 'eminent 
, m tli'e"i'®3'as Dr. Diamond. If 
, this was the Superbowl of 
.. forensic psychiatry, Dr. Pol-' 
'lack: seamed., to be . playing 
• - Earf ' ' -MorraU’s,... . quarterback 
rf.de’ • tr&.a i.rss i ■ Diamond-"' 1 
.•Namath: -Ke did .not- pass 'on , 
-first down. Kis psychiatry was, 
no. less learned than Dia-T 
mend’s but more conventions 
■’ al. Yes, Sirhan had paranoic! 

' tendencies, as well as . schizo- 
phrenic. But he 'was iegaiiy 
sane when he fired buiiets 
into Kennedy, he was dis- 
turbed but capable of premed-; 

‘ itation, he was neither in a 
hypnotic trance nor a drunken 
, stupor when he squeezed the 
. trigger. Emotionally unstable, 

? yes. But he new exactly 
what he was doing. 

'For 'three days ' of the kind 
„ of . cross-examination Grant 
, Cooper excels in, he pushed 
Dr. Pollack ail over the field 
but he was never quite able to 
bring him down behind .his. 
own goal line. Cooper did his 
brilliant best to outwit him 
hand Sirhan lost .his temper 
■ and jumped to his feet to call 
him dirty names, but Dr. PoI-\ 
iack clung to his conviction 
• that Siriian was “sick but 
. sane.” “Being honest is more. 

unank; 



ics ..- - ;.;i ?>: irdo hn 

'I.!:.-.! ci.' trance i.c sometimes 
tin:! induced in his own roam, 



C&s'C 





The confrontation of the psychiatrists: Dr. Bernard Diamond (left in left photo} 
for the : defense, and Dr. Seymour Pollack (right photo), for the prosecution. 



Mixon. And he added the chill- and heard that'. “ Bobby cou ld 
ling fact that “no. white man-. &H, never' have left the hote l alive i 
has ever been given the death 7jj that night/ ’ Griffin’s offer to 
sentence in a racial killing.” - - tv; testily as to what: he had seen • 
Accord in g to H ide: one of ij was b locked by a p rosecuti on; 
the great Southern reporters y- & that -diet not Welcome, in his 
(he solved the Emmett Till l ^opinion, facts at variance' with, 
murder in . Mississippi), Ray -. the simple, straight-Jine case , 
considers himself as . a politi- ' they had chosen to present. - 
cal prisonsr.mnd regards the ' '. ".When this. writer . and his;.- 
killings of King, as a political .... ' colleagues, in .'Watts held, a- 
action approved by millions of memorial service in our Doug- 

his countrymen and perhaps lass House Theater for. King 

even by a majority. Ray and, y and' Kennedy,, a .small man of 
his two younger brothers were , -Ij light tan .complexion, and car-i. 
ardent V/aliaceites’ and had .•'•••); f ylng a violm-c ase mnverfTm 
hoped for a prompt pardon- ;j toward the, stage, row by, row 
from “President” Wallace. whfle ! we - were . reading l Ted 
Ray believes he .has fired -a, t ‘Kennedy’s eulogy to his broth- 
crucial . shot in. a" new, “Civil '£r'‘and describing' that final 
War.”.;..; , ' j ; train journey .to Washington: 

We have heard Sirhan say Finally the stranger With; the' 
from the witness, stand that ’ . . violin case started up the 
Johnson, Goldberg and Ken- steps., to- the stage. Ke was 

,nedy “deserved to be killed,” ■ pulled' back by- members, of 
That was his Way of express-/- the Watts Writers Workshop 
ing his political disagreement : . and -later put out or the build-, 
with them on the Arab-jsraeli , V ing, V/earing khaki- pants and 
question. . Personal murder . : - a plaid, sports; shirt, -with the 
and political assassination are -j ' ; wispy beginning of a' beard, 
two : altogether , '.different J . 1 he seemed to bear ah uncanny 
crimes and no.crie expresses , ./.-resemblance; to the' man with' 
.this more clearly than Ray U a. violin case that' ouFln end 
and Sirhan themselves. ,f: f Louise 'Carter s a w with Sirhati 
In the Sirhan Case, two -. at the AmBassatfor Hotel two 
friends of ours who were with . y 'nights' before the tragedy.' 
us at the Ambassador when ' We. , are, not Saying' • this 

. Sirhan outvoted Bobby .with ' : '..proves conspiracy. Indeed, we 
his practiced ,22,Cgooiter~GH> . I question; that conclusion: But 
^pa^well -known locaPjour- we are saying that a special 
hhliswjahd'. -a —:tos~7 AngeleiTS. ,- tribunal, oriented to the -poli- 
C ounty Democratic - leader^; y tics of assassination and the 
have told" us they s aw . evi- . ’ y patterns of_conspiracy - would 
i' der.ce of what they believ e^ A not be. so hasty as were the 
| may ■ be conspiracy .; Others / prosecutors of Sirhan to agree 
' concur ..from what they saw ' that there was no evidence of 



confederates.' Our experience 
was similar to Griffin’s; when . 
;we called the attorney "gener- 
ai’s - office to ; offe'r'Wfiat we 
believed to - be additional jin- 
formation on the subject , of ': 
premeditation’ and possible j 
. conspiracy, we received no en- . 
couragement. We reveal, this 
. not because we feel personally, 
rejected,- but because we find . 
St incredible that every shred ' 
o f.' evidence 'wa s -not poimcofj_ 
ton a nd that every, eye-witness - 
jwas hot questioned fexhaus-j: 
1 lively. , ; - 

- -..A hteh coxat sitting jss j u dg r ' 
* ment on political assassination 

- may -sound like an “Un- - 
..American” graft on our tree' 
o: justice. But,, if, we 1 ; may 
paraphrase Gilbert, and Sulli- 

vvan, “Our object all subiimej 
we shall achieve in time . to 
:- make the trial; -fit the crime, 
the trial fit tile crime,” V 
^j.vlloi'-^rould we depend on the 
v F I B.I.>with its . political , atti-. 
-Vtu3ss" calcified in. The person 
of J,. Edgar <§po_ver.'lAnyone. 
t- who;, mistakes. Martin Luther , 
. King for j a . communist is a 
-' relic of. the past' who. 'would 
Only retard the development 
of new concepts ’of justice in' 
tune with these turbulent 
times. A special court would. 
: . seem to require a special in - 
' tplliperce staff . trainea/ in 
political • science as well as 
? conventional crime detection, 1 ; 
y a , staff that would, not . leave 
' grave questions unanswered,; 
as in the cases of Ray and 
Sirhan. . ^ 

Maybe Sirhan ,did kill Bob: 




Kennedy, alone and unaided, . 
because he was “burned up,” i 
.-as he put' it, with the sen’a- 
' tor’s public' support "of planes: 
for Israel. But the way bur 
. state courts, are constituted, 
and our district attorney’s of- 
?i fices, with the traditions - of: ! 
■;. our advocacy ’system,.: and . 

■ now. with the added wrinkle of ' 
f diminished . capacity ; of re-’ 

.‘ sponsibdity to blur the tissue 1 

of public vis-a-vis ■ ’personal 
. murder, we may never know. ■ 
To give 'them their', due, 

• Grant Cooper and . Emile Zcla 
Berman have done their bit 
for old-fashioned, 'justice by v 
talcing an unpopular case and 
defending it, with all the bril- 
liance, ingenuity and skill de^ ; 
•. veioped in a lifetime of- trial • " 
law. And eschewing ail cos si- 
bili ties- of conspiracy at th? 
cutset, the_ .prosecution had 
done s. . "low-keyed - . and ’ 
straightforward, good, if not •: 
brilliant job and - hence . has 
ijihada its dutif ul contribution 
' t° ol d-fasbioned ~lusH5gr7~ : ' - 

■ But as an observer of - the : 
-crime, and-; of the ' trial - that, 
would set- tire punishment, we 
call for new-fashioned justice, ' 
updated hot only by the. latest 
findings of psychiatrists who , 

..inevitably . cancel ;each other 
out as experts. study the same :.' 
subject and the same body of 
research material ■ and reach 
■: opinions '-as .‘opposite as 1 the - 
."poles."'- ^ f. 

■ , Just as'de la Beckwith did . 

" not kill Evers . but tried to 
murder his ideas, and as Ray 
did not .kill King the man but 



tried to murder his idels.and 
as Sirhan Sirhan did not kill 

- Kennedy the:man but tried to 
murder his ideas; so now the, 
time has come to assess the zb- 
crimes of the Sirhans, not as 
the crimes of men, disordered V ' - 
and faiiible, but as crimes 

'.’Cowing from ideas . bent cn , . 
murdering, the; democratic : 

■ spirit -' 

“'Assassination,”. ’ said w.; 
, George Bernard Shaw, “is the - -.1 
: most extreme form of censor-:- !?. 

ship.”. No matter what state •„ 

. of -mind Sirhan. Sirhan' claims 

■ to have been in when we- saw 
him firing his revolver in that'/ ' 
pantiy, he was censoring the 
honest and outspoken opinions. 
of. Robert' Francis Kennedy; 

\ The implications of this an- 
cient and ' lately disinterred, . , ; 
form of censorship cry out for. .' 
judgment at the highest pcs- . 
sible level of jurisprudence if 
the, politics, of assassination-; 

. are to be countered with Jbe ; 
politics ' of constructive . .. . 
change; If v/e as a People fail.' 
to respond to the challenge of 
; the de la Beckwiths, Rays and ■ > ■' 
' Sirhan Sirhans, if we cannot ' 
develop the proper laboratory 
in which to place their crimes 1 ; ’ 
in ■ clear national . perspective,. " X . 
. than we are all doomed to live' ;; 
-. and die with what Bob Ken-’ ' 

- r.edy, in his- eulogy’ of Martin 

' Luther , King, ’described ’ as : j :' 2i'. : ■ “ 
- ; this mindless menace •' 

. of violence- in America' which 1 ' 

’ again stains; our land . and . : 
every one of our lives,” 

CC) 1969, Newsday, Inc 
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Kennedy, alone and unaided, ., ; tried tc murder his ideds, and 

because he was “burned up,” as Sirhan Sirhan did not kill 

- as he put 1 it, with the sena- Kennedy the man but tried to 

' tor’s public support 'of planes' murder his ideas, so now the 

for Israel. But the way our ; time has come to assess the .7 ■ 
state courts are constituted, crimes of the Sirhans, not as 
and cur district attorney’s of- . the crimes of men, disordered 
fices, with the traditions ct and fallible, but as crimes 

• our advocacy system, and ' 'Sowing from ideas., bent on'. . 

: now. with ths added wrinkle of murdering, the democratic ■ 
diminished capacity of re- > spirit. . '.. : , . - ' 

sponsibiiity to blur the. issue “Assassination,” "said 
of public vis-a-vis personal George Bernard Shaw, “is the 

murder, we may never know. most extreme form of censor- 

To give them their due, ship.” No matter what state 

Grant Cooper and Emile Zc’a of mir.d Sirhan Sirhan' claims 

Berman have done their bit to have been in when we saw 

for old-fashioned justice by him firing his revolver In that - ;' 
taking an unpopular case and . pantry, he was censoring the - 

defending it with all the bril- honest and outspoken opinions 
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. bill ti es of- conspiracy at the form of censorship cry out fori 
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( brilliant job and hence . has are to be countered with the } 

limade its dutif ul contribution politics of constructive' 

'•'fo -Old -fashioned justice. change. If v/e as a People fail 

But as an observer of the , to respond to the challenge of 
crime and of the trial that. the de la Beckwiths, Rays and 
wcuid set tlie punishment, we Sirhan Sirhans, if we cannot ' 

call for new-fashioned justice, .develop the proper laboratory ' 7, 

updated hot only by the. latest 7' in which/ to place their crimes 7. - 

findings of psychiatrists who in clear national perspective, ' - 

. inevitably .cancel each 'other'.-,':', then v/e are all doomed to. live" -. 4 
. out as experts . study the same and die with what Bob Ken- 

subject and the same body of nedy, in his- eulogy of Martin 

research material - and reach ! Luther King, described as: 

.opinions as opposite as the . this mindless menace 

P°* es - ' of violence- in America which '■ 

Just as de la Beckwith did . again stains our land and 

not kill Evers but tried to every one of our lives.” 
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